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UM COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY STUDENT WINS NATIONAL AWARD
MISSOULA University of Montana College of Technology graduate Neal Pond won a national arc welding
competition with an entry that was a moving masterpiece.
Pond, now a welder in Bozeman, received the $1,000 Best of Program Award for his Portable
Cement Mixer entry in the Division II-A 1995 School Shop Arc Welding Awards Program of the
James F. Lincoln Arc Welding Foundation.
"Neal’s entry is similar to a regular size wheel barrow. The theme is built around a wheel
barrow’s chassis," said Bob Shook, Pond’s welding instructor.
Shook, who has been teaching welding for 15 years, considers Pond one of his top students.
"Every year I encourage students to enter the contest, but never have I had a student capture the grand
prize award," he said. "It’s really gratifying for me as well as for him."
Arc welding, a refined metals-joining technique using an electric arc to create the heat
necessary to melt metals, has enormous ramifications in our world, said Shook.
"We tend to take welding for granted, but we would not be in space, or have a national defense
system without welding," he said. "What makes the U.S. a super power is the industrial strength of
our country—and part of that strength is our welding capabilities."
The James F. Lincoln Arc Welding Foundation is part of the Lincoln Electric Company one
of the world’s largest manufacturers of electric motors and welding equipment and supplies.
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The foundation was established in 1936 to advance science and the application of arc welding.
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